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THIRD REPORT OF THE N.O.U. RECORDS COMMITTEE 
The functions and methods of the N.O. U. Records Committee (henceforth, 
"the committee") have been described previously (NBR 54:72-4). 
This report includes accounts of records evaluated by the committee in the 
last year, covering mostly records with accessions numbers 151-245. All 
records mentioned here are available to interested persons at the N.0.U. 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln. 
State List 
With this report, the following changes are made in the official list of the birds 
of Nebraska. These include changes in common and scientific names (Ameri-
can Ornithologists Union (AOU), 1989, N8R57:58), additions to the state list, 
and changes in firmness of evidence: 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (change from Nycticorax violaceus to 
Nyuctanassa violacea): Regular, 1-S 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis): Accidental, 1-S, 
insert before Tundra Swan 
Sage Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus): Accidental, Ill, insert before 
Greater Prairie-Chicken 
Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides): Accidental, change from Ill to 1-P 
Inca Dove (Columbina inca): Accidental, change from Ill to 1-P 
change from Common Barn-Owl to Barn Owl (Tyto alba): Regular, 1-S 
change from Northern Hawk-Owl to Northern Hawk Owl (Surnia u/ula): 
Accidental, 1-S 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird ( Selasphorus platycercus): Casual, change from 
undocumented to 1-P 
Williamson's Sapsucker ( Sphyrapicus thyroideus): Accidental, change from 
Ill to 1-S 
change from Western Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) to Cordilleran 
Flycatcher (Empidonax occidentalis): Regular, undocumented 
change from Water Pipit (Anthus spinoletta) to American Pipit 
(Anthus rebescens): Regular, 1-S 
Connecticut Warbler (Oporornis agi/is): Casual, change from Ill to 1-P 
Cassin's Sparrow (Aimophila cassini1): Accidental, change from II to 1-P 
Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza be/11): Accidental, Ill, insert before Lark Bunting 
Brown Towhee (Pipilo fuscus) (Accidental, Ill) has been recognized by the 
AOU as including two species; the status of these taxa in Nebraska will be 
reviewed by the committee. 
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Accepted Records 
Briefly, records in the following classes are listed as accepted: 1-S, a 
diagnostic, labeled specimen exists; 1-P, a diagnostic, labled photograph 
exists; II, three or more independently written diagnostic documentations exist; 
111, one or two independently written diagnostic documentations exist. Each 
account of an accepted record includes a brief statement about the encounter, 
noting the species, class, date, approximate location, and initials of the 
observer(s). 
Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisegena). class Ill. One in basic plumage 
was seen 17 November 1988 at the Offutt Air Force Base (AFB) Lake, Sarpy 
Co. (Am. Birds 43:124, NBR 57:10); GT. 
Clark's Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkil). class Ill. One was seen 1 July 1988 
southeast of Alliance, Morrill Co.; WM. Another was found 20 July 1988 on 
Black Steer Lake, Garden Co., WM. 
Great Egret (Casmerodiusalbus). class Ill. One was seen9June1989 near 
Gering, Scotts Bluff Co. (NBR 57:58, 63); AK. 
Snowy Egret (Egretta thula). class Ill. One was seen 12June1989 in Scotts 
Bluff Co. (NBR 57;58, 63); AK. 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis). class 1-S. A bird 
shot in Clay Co. on 29October1989 was prepared as specimen ZM-16079 at 
the University of Nebraska State Museum. Photographs and a description 
have been placed in the NOU files. No evidence was found of this bird having 
a captive origin, but it may not be possible to completely eliminate this 
possibility. This is the first accepted record for Nebraska (Am. Birds 44:115, 
NBR 58:49,87); JA, TL, SP. 
Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus). Class Ill. An adult was seen 24 No-
vember 1988 at Crystal Cove, South Sioux City (NBR 57:11); BH. 
Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator). class 111. An immature bird was seen 
13November1988 at Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster Co. (Am. Birds43:124, 
NBR 57:11); TL. 
Brant (Branta bernicla). One of a light form was photographed 2 January 
1989 at DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), Washington Co. (Am. Birds 
43:331, NBR 57:61,65); class 1-P, AG. Another light bird was seen 22 April 
1990 in Phelps Co.; class Ill, MU. 
American Black Duck (Anas rubripes). class Ill. One was seen 20 January 
1989 near Petersburg, Boone Co.; WM. 
Oldsquaw ( Clangula hyemalis). class 1-P. A bird in a mostly basic plumage 
was photographed 19November1989 in Cedar Co. (Am. Birds44:115, NBR 
58:14); MB. 
Black Scoter (Melanitta nigra). class Ill. Two birds in female/immature 
plumage were seen 13 November 1988 at Papio Dam Site 20, Sarpy Co. (Am. 
Birds43:125, NBR57:12); TB, BP, LP. 
Surf Sooter (Melanitta Perspicillata). class 1-P. A bird in probably female 
plumage was photographed 4November1989 in Cedar Co. (Am. Birds44:115, 
NBR58:14); MB. 
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White-winged Scoter (Melanitta fusca). class Ill. One bird in probably adult 
female plumage was seen 29 October 1988 at the Offutt (AFB) Base Lake, 
Sarpy Co. (Am. Birds43:125, NBR 57:12); AG. 
Barrow's Goldeneye (Bucephala islandica). Single adult males were seen 
21 and 28 March 1988 at Branched Oak and Wagon Train Lakes, respectively, 
Lancaster Co. (NBR56: 57, 69); class Ill, NJ. Another adult male was seen 2 
January 1989 at DeSoto NWR Washington Co. (class Ill, TB), and was 
probably the one photographed there 8January1990 (Am. Birds43:331, NBR 
57: 61,65); class 1-P, LP. 
Sage Grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus). class Ill. A de£:cription was 
submitted of a bird seen circa 6 September 1987 in northern Sioux Co. This is 
the first accepted record for Nebraska, DK. 
King Rail ( Rallus elegans). class 111. Perhaps as many as five were seen 18 
August 1984 at the Capitol Beach marshes, Lancaster Co. (Am. Birds 39:73); 
AG. 
Common Crane (Grus grus). class 1-P. Photographs taken of one 16 March 
1974 in Buffalo Co. (NBR42:63-4) have been placed in the NOU archives; CC, 
DC. 
Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus). class Ill. Three birds were 
seen east of Gering, Scotts Bluff Co., on 15 May 1988 (NBR 56:60); AK. 
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus). class 1-P. Two birds were photographed 
in southeastern Cherry Co. on 20May1989 (Am. Birds43:500, NBR57:95); 
MB. 
Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus). A bird near Albion, Boone 
Co., was photographed 21 July 1987; class Ill (photograph alone was not 
considered diagnostic), WM. Another was seen and heard 13May1988 near 
Albion, Boone Co. (NBR 56:63); class Ill WM. 
Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria). class 1-P. A bird entering first basic 
plumage was photographed 26 September 1987 in Pierce Co. (Am. Birds 
42:99, NBR56:22, 24); MB. 
Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla). class Ill. A bird in an immature plumage was 
seen 10January 1990 near Gavin's Point Dam, Cedar Co. ( NBR58:68); BKH, 
SV (photographs, but not considered diagnostic alone). 
Franklin's Gull (Larus pipixcan). A photograph of a bird in alternate plumage 
taken 17 December 1988 at Gavin's Point Dam, Cedar Co. (NBR 57:16, class 
1-P, BR), and a description of another in similar plumage seen 14 January 1989 
at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co. (Class Ill, RR) documented two of several 
reports in the region that winter (Am. Birds 43:331). 
Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides). A first-winter bird downstream of Gavin's 
Point Dam, Cedar Co. was photographed 4 December 1988 and described; 
class 1-P (NBR57:52-3), EB, MB. This was probably the same bird as the one 
carefully documented 1 O December (class Ill, BH, JP) and photographed (BR) 
and described (TB, BP, LP) there on 11 December 1988 (Am. Birds 43:331, 
44:453); class 1-P. 
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Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus). An immature was photographed 
downstream of Gavin's Point Dam, Cedar Co., on 4 December 1988 (NBR 
57:54, class 1-P, EB, MB). Two immatures were seen there 5December1988 
(class Ill, BH), and five immatures were seen there 11 December 1988 (NBR 
57:16); class Ill, TB, BP, LP. Another immature was seen 15 January 1989 at 
Lake Mcconaughy, Keith Co.; class Ill, RR. 
Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus). class Ill. An immature was seen 
14January 1989 at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co. (Am. Birds43:331); RR. 
Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla). A first-winter bird was seen 30 
October 1988 at the Offutt AFB Lake, Sarpy Co.; class Ill, DB. Another first-
winter bird was seen 26 November 1988 downstream of Gavin's Point Dam, 
Cedar Co. (class Ill, BH), and was probably the bird photographed there 4 
December 1988 (Am. Birds43:331, NBR57:16, 53-54); class 1-P, MB. 
Inca Dove ( Columbina inca). Photographs of the bird that wintered in Kear-
ney taken 23 December 1987 (class 1-P, RG), and 1 January 1988 (class 1-P 
NBR 56:3, MB), have been placed in the committee files (Am. Birds 42:284). 
Another in Keya Paha Co. 23 through 25 November 1989 was photographed 
(Am. Birds 44:116, class 1-P, JB). 
Broad-Tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorusplatycercus). class 1-P. A male at 
a feeder in Hastings from 22 to 30 August 1987 was photographed. GK. This 
is probably the same bird reported under Unaccepted Records. 
Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufous). class Ill. An adult male was 
seen in Hastings on 13 September 1987 (NBR 56:14); JK. 
Lewis' Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis). A bird was seen 15 May 1988 in 
Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co. (NBR 56:73, class Ill, AK). Another was seen 
23September1989 near Niobrara, Knox Co. (class Ill KB, WB). 
Williamson's Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus thyroideus). class 1-S. A male found 
dead 13 May 1988 on the Creighton University campus, Omaha, is now the 
state's first specimen. ZM-15986 at the Univ. of Nebr. State Museum. Photo-
graphs and a written description are in the NOU archives (Am. Birds 42:455, 
NBR 57:30); JJB, TL, BW. 
Stelle r's Jay ( Cyanocitta st elf en). What probably was just one bird patron-
ized a feeder in Sow Belly Canyon, Sioux Co., 24 November 1989 through 7 
May 1990. It was photographed 24 November (class 1-P, BH) and 9 December 
1989 (class 1-P, MB), (Am. Birds 44:452, 456, NBR 58:24). 
Marsh Wren ( Cistothorus palustris). class 111. One seen and heard 1 January 
1988 near Loup City, Sherman Co., may be the first mid-winter record (NBR 
56:69);WM. 
Varied Thrush (lxoreus naevius). One was seen 20 October 1989 at 
Fontenelle Forest Nature Center, Sarpy Co. (class Ill, RB). Another was seen 
at DeSoto NWRWashington Co., 18November1989 (class Ill, GT). A male at 
an Omaha yard 28November1989 through 16 March 1990 was photographed 
(class 1-P, MB, Am. Birds44:116, 452, 456, NBR58:27,75). Yet anotherwas 
seen 1 or 2 through 11 December 1989 near North Platte, Lincoln Co. (class 
Ill, NBR 58:19,26, MM, RZ). 
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Sage Thrasher ( Oreoscoptes montanus). One was seen 1 September 1988 
near Gering, Scotts Bluff Co. (NBR 57:21, 29); class Ill, AK. Another was 
photographed 6 August 1989 in Sioux Co.; class 1-P, DS. 
Sprague's Pipit (Anthus spragueil). class 1-P. A photograph taken 1 October 
1988 near Chambers, Holt Co., and published (NBR 57:32) has been, together 
with description, placed in the committee files (Am. Birds 43:126); LB. 
Golden-Winged Warbler ( Vermivora chrysoptera). class Ill. An adult male 
was seen 7 May 1988 east of Homer, Dakota Co. (NBR 56:71); BH. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica coronata). class Ill. One seen 16 De-
cember 1988 near Loretto may be the first winter record in Boone Co.; WM. 
Pine Warbler (Dendroica Pinus). class 1-P. A photograph of one in hand 23 
August 1986 in Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co. has been placed in the committee 
files (NBR 55:22); RG. 
Prairie Warbler(Dendroicadiscolor}. class 1-P. A photograph of one seen31 
May 1982 at the Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown Co., has peen placed in the 
committee files (NBR 51 :49); DP. 
Worm-eating Warbler (Helmitheros vermivorus). class 1-P. A bird photo-
graphed northwest of Wisner, Cuming Co., on 2 May 1968 was placed in the 
archives: JL. 
Connecticut Warbler (Oporornis agilis). class 1-P. A photograph taken 25 
May 1988 near Chambers, Holt Co., has been, together with a description, 
placed in the committee files (NBR 56:99, 57-54); LB. 
Cassi n's Sparrow (Aimophila cassini~. A sighting 3 June 1989 in southwest 
Dundy Co. was documented (class Ill, TB, RS). Sightings 21and22June 1989 
in Dundy Co. were also documented (NBR 57:67, 69 71), including photo-
graphs taken of a a bird captured and banded (class 1-P, MB, Am. Birds 
43:1336). 
Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza be/Ii). class Ill. An adult was seen 6 August 1989 
in Sow Belly Canyon, Sioux Co. This is the first accepted record for Nebraska 
(Am. Birds44:117, NBR58:27, 30); DSt. 
Pine Grosbeak (Pinicola enucleator}. class Ill. A female was seen 22 May 
1988 southwest of Gering, Scotts Bluff Co. (NBR 56:73, 76); AK. 
White-winged Crossbill (Loxia leucoptera). class 1-P. A male present 16 
December 1989 in Madison Co. was photographed; MB (Am. Birds44:453, NBR 
58:34). 
Lesser Goldfinch ( Carduelis psaltria). A photograph of a black-backed male 
near Harrison, Sioux Co., 20 May 1984 which documents the first state record, 
has been placed in the NOU archives (Am. Birds 38:931, NBR 52:41, 42, 59); 
class 1-P, PS. A male with a green back was seen 9July1988 in Carter Canyon, 
Scotts Bluff Co. (NBR 56:82, 83, 57:27); class Ill, AK. 
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Unaccepted Records 
Briefly, records in the following classes are listed as unaccepted: class IV, 
probably correct but not beyond reasonable doubt; class V, insufficient 
evidence; class VI, probably released, escaped, or misidentified. Each account 
includes the species, date, approximate location, reasons for the committee's 
failure to accept, and class. 
Broad-winged Hawk ( Buteo platypterus). A description of an immature Buteo 
seen briefly 29 April 1989 near Scottsbluff was suggestive but not diagnostic 
and placed in class IV (NBR 57:62, 63). 
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus). A description of a bird seen briefly at 
Fontenelle Forest Nature Center, Sarpy Co., on 12 July 1987 was lacking in 
detail and placed in class V. This report preceded releases of this species in 
Omaha (N8R56:15, 16). 
Gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus). A description of a bird seen briefly in Loup Co. 
on 8 January 1990 lacked detail and was placed in class V. 
Mountain Plover ( Charadrius montanus). A description of a bird seen 16 
May 1988 in Buffalo Co. was placed in class VI, as probably describing a basic 
plumage Lesser Golden-Plover (Pluvialis dominica). 
Eskimo Curlew (Numenius borealis). A report of an observation 16 April 
1987 atthe Mormon Island Crane Meadows, Hall Co., in the Omaha Work:J Herald 
of 1 November 1987, and repeated in part in NBR 55:78, includes no sub-
stantiating details and was placed in class VI. 
Thayer's Gull ( Larus thayen). A single photograph taken 17 December 1988 
at Gavin's Point Dam, Cedar Co., was placed in class IV, not being diagnostic 
without additional details. 
White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica). Descriptive material regarding a bird 
seen 3July1988 near Cozad, Dawson Co., was placed in class V, primarily due 
to poor conditions of sighting (NBR 56:54). 
Common Ground-Dove ( Columbina passerina). Photographs of a bird seen 
16May1987 near Valentine, Cherry Co., were placed in class V, as the quality 
of the images did not allow elimination of all similar species. 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus Platycercus). A documentation of 
a bird seen in a yard in Hastings on 21-27 August 1987 was found to lack 
sufficient detail and placed in class IV. This was probably the same bird 
reported under Accepted Records. 
Bewick's Wren ( Thryomanes bewickil). A description written recently of a 
bird seen 19 April 1980 in Knox Co. was placed in class IV because of sparse 
details and the time elapsed between the sighting and the writing of the 
description. 
Pine Warbler (Dendroica pinus). A description of a bird seen in Fontenelle 
Park, Omaha, 8 August 1989 was suggestive but not definitive and placed in 
class IV. 
Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris). A published description (NBR 58:54-56) 
of a brief encounter with a bird on 21 May 1988 lacks sufficient detail to 
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eliminate similar species, especially warblers, lacks mention of the differing 
account of another observer present, and was placed in class VI. 
Baird's Sparrow (Ammodramus bairdi1). A description published (NBR 
56:80-81) of two birds seen 25 March 1988 near Raymond, Lancaster Co., 
does not eliminate similar species beyond reasonable doubt and was placed 
in class IV. 
Great-tailed Grackle (Quiscalus mexicanus). Photographs taken 23 May 
1978 near Grand Island were not clear enough to allow elimination of similar 
species. No additional information being available, this record was placed in 
class IV. 
In addition to the above records, the committee has also received and filed 
documentations of the following species (p=photograph, w=written): Missis-
sippi Kite (p,_NBR51 :91 ), Peregrine Falcon (p), Great Homed Owl of a northern 
subspecies (p), Snowy Owl (p, N8R56:18, 20, 1988), Northern Saw-whet Owl 
(p), Rock Wren (w), Purple Finch (p, N8R56:51, 1988, see also N8R57:49-
51,1989), White-winged Crossbill (p, N8R40:84, 1972). 
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1990 FALL FIELD DAYS 
The registration for the1990 Fall Field Days, held 7 to 9 September at the 
4-H Camp in the National Forest near Halsey, was 57. The weather was clear, 
in the 80's during the day, but cool nights, and even during the day the Lodge 
was pleasant because of the ventilation and the fans. Friday night there was 
a slide show, Saturday night Gerry Toll told about the Peregrine Falcon project 
in Omaha, with slides. Mrs. Green banded birds, as usual, showing interesting 
specimens to those who were near. On Saturday some took a canoe trip down 
the Middle Loup, but otherwise the participants were on their own, birding. At 
a Board meeting it was decided to firm up 6to 8September1991 at Halsey for 
Fall Field Days, but to see if some later date would be available. The possibility 
of having the Annual Meeting in Grand Island was discussed, and it was later 
firmed up as 17 to 19 May. 
The total count of species was 133; 88 in Cherry Co., with 45 reported from 
the Refuge and 75 elsewhere in Cherry Co.; 89 in Thomas Co., 86 on the Forest 
and 13 elsewhere in the county; and 28 in Brown Co. 
V =Valentine Refuge 
C = Cherry Co. outside Valentine Refuge 
T = Thomas Co. outside National Forest 
F = National Forest in Thomas Co. 
National Forest in Blaine Co. (no reports) 
Blaine Co. outside National Forest (no reports) 
B =Brown Co. 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Eared Grebe 
Western Grebe 
Am. White Pelican 
Double-crested Cormorant 
American Bittern 
Great Blue Heron 
Little Blue Heron 
Green-backed Heron 
White-faced Ibis 
Canada Goose 
Wood Duck 
Green-winged Teal 
Mallard 
Blue-winged Teal 
V C - - B 
- C - - B 
- c - - -
- C - - B 
V C - - B 
V C T F B 
- c - - -
V C - - B 
- c - - -
- - - F -
- c - - -
V C - - B 
V C - F -
- c - - -
- C - F B 
- C - - B 
Northern Shoveler 
Gad wall 
American Wigeon 
Ruddy Duck 
Turkey Vulture 
Osprey 
Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Swainson's Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Golden Eagle 
American Kestrel 
Merlin 
Prairie Falcon 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
V C - - B 
v c - - -
- c - - -
v - - - -
- C - F -
- - T F -
V C - F B 
- - - F -
- - - F -
V C T F -
V C T F B 
- - - - B 
V C T F -
- - - F -
V C - F -
- C T - B 
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Northern Bobwhite - - - F - Black-capped Chickadee v c F 
American Coot v c - - B Red-breasted Nuthatch F 
Semipalmated Plover v - White-breasted Nuthatch F 
Killdeer v c - F B House Wren C - F 
American Avocet - c - Eastern Bluebird T F 
Greater Yellowlegs - c - - B Swainson's Thrush F 
Lesser Yellowlegs v c - American Robin v F 
Solitary Sandpiper - - - - B Gray Catbird F 
Western Sandpiper - c - Brown Thrasher v c F 
Least Sandpiper - c Sprague's Pipit F 
Baird's Sandpiper - c - Cedar Waxwing v F 
Pectoral Sandpiper v c Northern Shrike T 
Stilt Sandpiper - c - Shrike sp. F 
Dowitcher sp. v - Loggerhead Shrike c B 
Long-billed Dowitcher v c - European Starling c 
Wilson's Phalarope v c - Bell's Vireo F 
Ring-billed Gull v c - Solitary Vireo F 
Black Tern v - - Warbling Vireo F 
Rock Dove - F - Red-eyed Vireo F 
Mourning Dove V C T F B Tennessee Warbler - - - F -
Yellow-billed Cuckoo F - Nashville Warbler F 
Eastern Screech-Owl F - Yellow Warbler F 
Great Horned Owl - c - F - American Redstart F 
Burrowing Owl F - Ovenbird F 
Common Nighthawk - F - Common Yellowthroat v F 
Common Poorwill - F - Wilson's Warbler F 
Chimney Swift F - Yellow-breasted Chat c F 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird - - T F - Scarlet Tanager c 
Belted Kingfisher v - - F - Northern Cardinal F 
Red-headed Woodpecker v c - F B Blue Grosbeak F 
Red-bellied Woodpecker v - - F - Lazuli Bunting v F 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker - - B Rufous-sided Towhee v F 
Downy Woodpecker v - F - Chipping Sparrow F 
Hairy Woodpecker - - - F - Clay-colored Sparrow c F 
Northern Flicker - c - - B Field Sparrow F 
Eastern Wood-Pewee v - - F - Vesper Sparrow c 
Least Flycatcher - F - Lark Sparrow c - F B 
Empidonax sp. F - Lark Bunting c -
Eastern Phoebe F - Grasshopper Sparrow c 
Say's Phoebe - c - Song Sparrow v F -
Great Crested Flycatcher F - Lincoln's Sparrow F -
Western Kingbird V C T F - Bobolink - c -
Eastern Kingbird v c - F B Red-winged Blackbird v c - F B 
Horned Lark - C - F - Western Meadowlark - c F B 
Tree Swallow - c - Yellow-headed Blackbird v c F 
N. Rough-winged Swallow F - Common Grackle c F 
Bank Swallow - c - Brown-headed Cowbird v c 
Cliff Swallow - C T Orchard Oriole c F 
Barn Swallow V C T F - Northern Oriole - c - F -
Blue Jay v c - F - Red Crossbill F 
Black-billed Magpie - c - F - American Goldfinch c F 
American Crow v c - F B House Sparrow c - F 
MOUNTAIN PLOVER SIGHTED IN KIMBALL COUNTY 
In late April of 1990 I went to Kimball Co. to search for Mountain Plovers. 
Over a period of a week I walked several sections where Mountain Plovers 
have been sighted in the past. No Plovers were found at that time. 
After I returned to my office in Lincoln, Fritz Knopf (Avian Studies Biologist, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Colorado) contacted me to discuss Mountain 
Plover nesting habitat and behavior. Fritz offered to make a quick drive around 
Kimball Co. to see how the habitat in Nebraska compared to that used by 
nesting Mountain Plovers in Colorado. 
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On 3 May 1990, Fritz and Jim 
Sedgewick sighted one adult in an 
overgrazed shortgrass prairie in 
Kimball Co., 5 miles west and 1.5 
miles north of Bushnell. On 21 May I 
visited the Kimball Co. location and 
found an adult Mountain Plover sitting 
on a nest approximately 50 feet from 
the road. When I got out of my vehicle 
the adult ran from sight. The nest was 
a small depression in the ground, next 
to a cowpie, and contained three olive-
colored brown-mottled eggs. When I 
returned to my vehicle the adult reappeared. After about 20 minutes of running 
and stopping in a zigzag fashion, the adult returned to the nest. No other 
Plovers or nests were observed in the area. 
- Mary Kay Clausen, Nongame Heritage Zoologist, 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, 2200 N. 33rd St. Lincoln, Neb 68503 
LAUGHING GULL IN CEDAR COUNTY, NEBRASKA 
Johnsgard's (1986) A Revised List of the Birds of Nebraska and Adjacent 
States considers the Laughing Gull (Larus atricilia) an extremely rare vagrant 
in Nebraska. Bray, Padelford, and Silcock (1986), in The Birds of Nebraska: a 
Critically Evaluated List, consider this species as accidental, with only one of 
13 records accepted - the description of a specimen of one taken 2 April 1915 
at Inland, Clay Co. This specimen was once in the Hastings Municipal Museum, 
but was sold and its current location is unknown. 
A Laughing Gull documentation by Steve Van Sickle and Bruce F. Harris of 
one at Gavin's Point tailwaters, Cedar Co., on 10 January 1990 has recently 
been accepted by the NOU Records Committee. The following provides an 
additional description and the first published, photograph for this species in 
Nebraska. 
On 28 April 1990, during a field trip of the Lueshen's Birders of Northeast 
Nebraska, an adu It-plumaged Laughing Gull was observed at the Gavin's Point 
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Dam tailwaters. The bird was first identified as it flew downstream of the dam 
and landed on a small sandbar occupied by Franklin's Gulls (Larus pipiscan), 
Ring-billed Gulls (Larus delawarensis), and Forster's Terns (Sterna forsteri). 
The bird was characterized by having a black hood, large dull reddish bill, white 
underparts and hind neck, slate gray mantle and wings, black primaries, and 
blackish red legs. The Laughing Gull appeared much larger than the nearby 
Franklin's Gull and nearly equalled Ring-billed Gull size. The bill was longer 
and noticeably heavier than that of the Franklins, and the eye crescents otthe 
Laughing were not as pronounced. The wings appeared quite long. In flight, the 
gray of the wings merged with the all black primaries. The flight of the Laughing 
Gull appeared more buoyant than that of the Franklin's Gull. 
We observed the bird fornearlyfour hours, and when we left, in midatternoon, 
the bird was still resting on the sandbar. The following morning Bill Huser and 
I arrived just after sunrise and spent nearly 45 minutes surveying the area 
downstream of the dam before we saw the Laughing Gull flying across the road 
to Lake Yankton. The bird then proceeded to fly to the South Dakota side, near 
the entrance of the Chief White Crane Recreation Area, where it dove into the 
water several times. It then flew back across Lake Yankton and landed on the 
sandbar on which we left it the previous day. It was observed by several 
observers later that afternoon, which represents the last sighting of the bird 
known to the author. 
Identifiable photographs are in the possession of the author, and copies 
have been sent to the NOU Records Committee. 
- Mark A. Brogie, Box 316, Creighton, Neb. 68729 
Article redacted at the request of one of the authors (December 2013).
(The Nebraska Bird Review) 101 
Article redacted at the request of one of the authors (December 2013).
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Article redacted at the request of one of the authors (December 2013).
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Article redacted at the request of one of the authors (December 2013).
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SIGNIFICANT(?) MODIFICATIONS 
IN BIRD SIGHTINGS AT WOLFF LAKE 
(fall 1979 to spring 1990) 
One of the problems of having a computer handy is that you begin to start 
organizing your notes. Recently I began to organize the notes I had taken since 
1979 for the Nebraska Bird Review's semi- annual occurrence reports. Partly 
I wanted to verify my suspicions about variation in the occurrence of several 
species during that period of time. I try to visit the area called Wolff Lake (a 
sand-arid-gravel operation on the south side of the Platte River in northwestern 
Saunders Co. each weekend. But there are many variations, and there are 
periods of prolonged absences. I average about 20 such visits each half year. 
On each visit I spend several hours from dawn to late morning walking.through 
the area, and sometimes there is an added walk in late afternoon or evening. 
WILD TURKEYS are one of only two encouraging notes in this report. They 
were introduced into the area in '82 or '83. They began to show up on my lists 
in Spring of '84. This year they have become abundant with three orfourgroups 
of females and chicks (20-30 to a group) wandering around the area, mostly on 
the Wolff property, where they are not (yet) hunted. They have become almost 
as tame as barnyard chickens. 
PIPING PLOVER was regular, 1 to4birds, MaythroughJulyorearly August, 
up through 1987. Only two sightings of a single bird on 7 and 8May1988. None 
since. 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER was seen with some regularity, during May, and 
August to September (once in late October) 1979-1980, and 1984-1987. None 
since. 
SPOTTED SANDPIPER was a common summer breeding bird on the sand/ 
gravel pits, 1979 through 1988. Last year (1989) I could visit only March through 
May, but saw none. This year I had only 3 sightings of single birds through June 
30. I saw one or two along the Platte the first two Saturdays in September. 
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LEAST TERN commonly attempted breeding on the sand tailings from the 
sand/gravel pits here every year from 1979 at least through 1985, but has 
become much less common with no sign of attempted breeding since then. I 
have only one sighting, along the river, in late May of both 1988 and 1989 (that 
may reflect my inability to get as far as the river those two years, I don't recall.) 
This year I had 11 sightings along the river from 26 May to 5Aug., but no sign 
of breeding. 
WHIP-POOR-WILL were heard on 7 visits the spring of 1980, on 5 visits the 
spring of '81, once in late Apr. and once in early Aug. of '82. That is all. 
A single OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER was seen, invariably in the same 
tree, on from one up to 3 visits, each year in late August or early September, 
from 1979-1984. I saw one once on 6 June in 1987 (at a different part of the 
property). I can speculate that the bird from 1979-84 was the same bird, and that 
something (fatal?) happened to it. In any case, no more Olive-sided Flycatch-
ers. 
TREE SWALLOWS are the second encouraging note. In '81 and '82 there 
was one occurrence a year. From '84 through '89 there were two or three 
occurrences a year, with some evidence of an interest in nesting sites. This 
year they surely nested, though I could not find the nest, and were present 
constantly from 28 Apr. to 14 July. 
BROWN CREEPER appeared from once up to 4 times spring and fall, 1979-
84. Since then only two sightings, in Jan. and Mar., 1987. 
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER nested in our yard, 5/31-7/27/80. I have 
one sighting recorded for May and for July, '81, and one for Apr., '82. None after 
that. 
BELL'S VIREO was a regular, May to late July or early Aug., 1980-1987. Only 
One sighting (or "hearing") since, on 20 May, 1989. 
TREE SPARROWS were winter residents from 1979 to the spring of 1982. 
From then on they began to get scarce and disappear altogether from early 
Dec. to usually late Feb. or early Mar. Last fall ('89) they disappeared by 11 
Nov .• and the last couple winters they have been as scarce as Fox or Lincoln's 
Sparrows, no flocks at all. 
HARRIS' SPARROWS have not been so scarce as Tree Sparrows, but their 
schedule has been very similar: no winter residents since the winter of '81-'82, 
although twice they have stayed till 3 Jan., but then disappeared till Feb. 
PURPLE FINCH was hard to find when I began keeping tabulations in '79. 
But by the following winter they we re positively abundant, from 10/21 /80-3/28/ 
81. I recorded them 7 times in Oct. and Nov., '81; but just 2-4 times in spring 
and in fall of '82, in spring of '84, and again in fall of '87. And that's all. 
Here are some changes that might account for some of the decline. The '80's 
were a dry period in Nebraska. If this is part of the reason, there should be a 
corresponding decline in other reports from the state. The sand-and-gravel 
operation also extended into areas that were previously woods, brush, or 
prairie, but there are other plots that are still undisturbed. 
- Rev. Thomas A HoffmanCreighton University, Omaha, Neb. 68178 
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NOTES 
THE TABLES FOR THE 1990 SPRING OCCURRENCE REPORT were 
poorly printed, for unexplained reasons. The tables did not match across the 
"gutter"; it will help to draw a line from the first line on one page to the first line 
on the facing page, and then draw a line across for every third line. That way, 
the line for each species will either have a line across, or be just above or just 
below one. The headings for the left-hand pages after page 60 were omitted. 
The headings for pages 58 and 60 are correct for the rest of the pages; a paper 
guide with the headings marked on it can be used, or the headings can be 
written in for more permanent use. 
NESTING TRUMPETER SWANS, On 2September1990 I saw 2 adult and 
2 young Trumpeter Swans on the west end of Long Lake, T26N R17W S12, 
Rock Co. The east end of Long Lake is in T26N R16W S7, Holt Co. The lake 
is over a mile long and quite narrow, with a lot of rushes and emergent 
vegetation, in places growing completely across the lake. The open water is in 
fragmented strips and patches. The young Swans were getting good sized but 
still noticeably smaller than the adults. I would guess the young were capable 
of flight, but not long sustained flight. 
My cousin, Clyde Blake, who lives 3 miles west of the lake, says the young 
definitely were hatched there. His neighbor, Jim Boettcher, who owns an 
airplane and flies over the lake frequently, has been watching the birds all 
· summer. Jim says they are usually found at the east end of the lake. I 
understand that the adults were at the lake last year, but no young were seen. 
A check of recent Reviews and of Ducey's NebraskaBirds: Breeding Status 
and Distribution indicates that this is the first recent breeding record east of 
Cherry Co. Ducey lists a 1896 record in Holt Co. and one in 1900 in Adams Co. 
- Loren Blake, HG 63 Box 18, Chambers, Neb. 68725 
SUNNING PROTHONOTARY WARBLER. I was informed of a Prothono-
tary Warbler nest located in an area of Fontenelle Forest which beavers had 
flooded out several years ago. The morning I went down to the nest was hot and 
humid. I was able to set my camera within 20 yards of the nest, in a tall patch 
of grass to try to conceal myself as much as possible. Within a few minutes a 
male Prothonotary Warbler arrived. He began singing while flying from tree to 
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tree as if he were trying to attract a female. He did this for about 20 minutes or 
so, then he flew down to a fallen tree, over the water, and lay down on his side 
with his head flat against the tree. Periodically he would raise his head to look 
around, and then he would lay it back down. He did this for about 5 minutes 
before he flew and started singing again. After about 20 minutes of singing he 
flew back down to the exact spot as before and lay down for an additional 5 to 
1 O minutes. Then he flew back to the tree tops and started singing again, and 
he eventually flew off. I would guess that this was some form of sunning, but 
it appeared to me as if he were lying down to sleep. 
- Mark Dietz, Ranger, Fontenelle Forest Nature Center, 
1111 Bellevue Boulevard, North, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005 
BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPERS On 6 September 1990 I saw Buff-
breasted Sandpipers 6 miles W. and 7 miles S. of Chambers, at Chain Lake, 
in extreme southern Holt Co., in with other shore birds. 
- Loren Blake, HC 63, Box 18, Chambers, Neb, 68725 
HAWK VS. OWL On 25 April 19891 was hiking along Cottonwood Trail in 
Fontenelle Forest when a Barred Owl flew up, almost at my feet, with a snake 
in its mouth. I watched it land on a branch of a tall cottonwood in what appeared 
to be an attempt to get a better grip on its prey. Suddenly a Broad-winged Hawk 
swooped in and struck the Owl on the head. The Hawk made three more 
striking passes, and on the fourth pass succeeded in knocking the Owl 
completely from its perch. The Owl actually fell about ten feet before it grabbed 
onto a lower branch. While the Hawk was preparing to make another dive the 
Owl quickly flew into a nearby tree cavity, still clutching the snake. It was 
obviously carrying food to young. I know Broad-winged Hawks like to eat 
snakes, too, but this Owl was not about to relinquish its prey, even at the risk 
of losing its dignity, head feathers, and perch! 
- Ruth Green, 506 W. 31st Ave., Bellevue, Neb. 68005 
(Quotedfrom A Bird's Eye View, 17:7:6) 
PINE GROSBEAK On 22 May 1988, after being alerted to its presence by 
several of the attendants at the annual Meeting, Wayne Mollhoff, Art Huser, 
and I retraced their steps to Carter canyon, Scotts Bluff Co., to try to locate the 
Pine Grosbeak seen earlier that day. A thorough search of the chokecherry 
thicket soon resulted in locating the sedate bird as it fed on the emerging flower 
buds. The bird, a female or immature, was extremely tame and unwary. 
Although lighting conditions were unfavorable, the cooperation of the bird and 
the assistance of Wayne, who, with a stick, held aside intervening branches, 
made photos possible. After this close approach and Wayne's moving twigs 
virtually adjacent to the bird, he succumbed to temptation and reached out and 
with his stick touched the bird's tail without disturbing it. The large, chunky bird 
was largely gray in color, the wings and tail darker than the body. Prominent 
wing bars were white. The grey of the cheek, crown, and nape seemed overlaid 
with a golden green. The bill was dark in color, stout, blunt and with a strongly 
curved culmen. 
-Bill Huser, 401 E. 14th Street, South Sioux City, Neb. 68776 
.9 
0 
.c 
0.. 
c 
0 
en 
E 
0 
.c 
I-
.a 
0 
! 
108 (The Nebraska Bird Review) 
PARTIAL ALBINOS. A partial albino Red-winged Blackbird was first re-
ported to us about 1 May 1989 by a friend who lives in its area. It is two miles 
east of the junction of N50A and N10, about 4.75 miles east of the entrance 
to Fort Kearney State Park, in Kearney Co. It was sighted by Marian and a 
group of Book Club ladies on 15 May, and observed at close range, maybe 15 
feet, for about 20 minutes. On 1 O June we were 
in the area again and made some more notes 
about appearance and behavior, over a period of 
about haH an hour. It appeared to be territorial, 
with a female in the immediate area. It displayed 
and called from a fence wire along a small drain-
age ditch, with weeds and small plum bushes and 
wi!lows. The bird's body and head were white, 
with black eyes, black beak, and a small black 
spot on the breast. The outer and inner wing 
coverts were white, primaries black with white 
secondaries. The shoulder patches were bright 
red. The tail feathers were white, except for the 
right outer and the second from left which were 
black. If new color patterns are in order for Red-
winged Blackbird males, we would vote for this 
one. The bird is spectacular, especially in flight. 
The bird returned to its 1989 territory in mid-March, 1990, and has defended 
it since then. And we hava learned that the bird was fledged in1988 in this same 
area. 
-George and Marian Brown, 2018 12th Avenue, Kearney, Neb. 68847 
This is a picture of a Grackle that 
I observed at my feeder in 1989. 
The bird was also observed in 1988. 
It came back in 1990. 
-Bob Willett, 508 N. 13th St., 
Norfolk, Neb. 68701 
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